M eeting Notes
Henry’'sFork Watershed Council Field Tour
August 19, 2008

The Watershed Council’s annual field tour was held August 19" in the Teton Basin. More than 24 attendees participated
in the tour which was al so a schedul ed tour hosted by Friends of the Teton River (FTR).

The group carpooled to Badger Creek where the Badger Creek splitter islocated. Mike Lein
from FTR explained how the splitter is along-standing structure built on a bend that converts
the creek into more of a canal where some of the water is used for irrigation. Friends of the
Teton River replaced the diversion structure last year W|th aconcrete structure measuring 11

| feet high with headgates that can be raised and : =
< lowered to regulate the flows. Since Badger B oM Gl Creek
still has native Cutthroat trout, there was ; =

I concern that fish were able to go downstream but the
structure served as a barrler for upstream passage. State of the art fish screens
were designed to prevent the fish from getting stranded in the canal
downstream. These vertical belts built by Intralox are called Hydrolox -
engineered polymer screens. They are powered by solar panels and rotate every 5

minutes. Each of the two screens are able to handle 30 cfs per screen; the
maximum measured at this point to date is 48 cfstotal.

This project has been a great measure of cooperation between FTR, many contractorsin the area, funders, and irrigators. It
was completed in the fall of last year and is fully functional. Thefinal cost of the project was $179,000.

The tour continued to Teton Creek where FTR is planning a$1.2 million project on aone mile-long section of stream
altered by a developer for flood control for many years.

Charles Lynn Moses was found guilty of felony violations of the Federal Clean Water Act, a president-setting case that
left him with an 18-month prison sentence and a $9,000 fine. Moses was contacted on several occasions and notified that
modification to a stream channel require a permit under the Federal Clean Water Act. He ignored those warnings and
continued to dredge Teton Creek by bulldozing and filling in more than 4,000 feet of side channels. The main stem was
straightening pushing up gravel and altering the stream bed and destabilizing roughly 2 miles of the creek downstream.
Thealtered stream dynamics caused headcuts that scourer and cut banks causing the sidesto fall in from increased water
velocity.

FTR, aong with state and local governments, landowners, devel opers, and

concerned individuals formed the Teton Creek Stakeholders Committee and plans
were madeto restore the creek. A preliminary plan was written and design criteria
reviewed by the committee. A conceptual design has been considered and the fist
phase of the project began by stabilizing the rapidly eroding banks to protect
the homes adjacent to the creek from floods. A final planisdueinthe next few
months and permitting will begin this winter. In March of 2009 work will begin to
re-establish thefloodplain to a functioning condition that will handle large flood

events, provide fish habitat, and restore the riparian corridor. The creek bed will be stabilized by creating a bankfull
channd with sufficient base material.

This project was WIREd by the Council in 1997 and received the Council’s
endorsement which helped leverage funding for the project. FTR has received
$144,000 through agrant from the Department of Environmental Quality; FTR and
the committee are currently working to secure the remainder of funds necessary to
continue work on Teton Creek.

The next stop on the tour was at the Toni Hill property where FTR and the Teton
Regional Land Trust (TRLT) participated in ajoint project using an innovative bio-



engineering technique that uses wetland sod to stahilize stream banks along a cattle pasture. Bio-engineering techniques
use ecological sustainahility instead of mechanica solutions to rebuild and revegetate banks to re-establish native sedges
and grasses. Banks were recontoured and rolls of matt material were
terraced into the banks to stabilized and establish vegetation.
Willows were harvested and then willows plugs planted into deep
holes with the help of volunteers. This restoration project replaced
1,065 feet of eroding stream banks.

After lunch, the group visitedthe TRLT office where Matt Lucia
introduced staff membersincluding thenew Executive Director,
Conrad Kramer. Matt, Rob Cavallaro, and Tamara Sperber gave an
update on compl eted conservation easements, restoration projects,
stewardship and outreach, and future conservation challenges.

Theland trust has been operating since 1990 when the general focus
was the Teton Valley. It has since expanded to a service area that
covers six countiesin the Greater Y ellowstone Ecosystem. TRLT
works with willing landowners to protect important ecological areas
and to conserve open space through easements and other
conservation tools. TRLT recently celebrated 25,000 acres of
protected lands in the Upper Snake River Valley.




