
Snake River above King Hill
River and Reservoir Operations (BOR)
Jeremy Dalling



Milner Two River Principle

End of System

Island Park

Milner Dam

9 Reservoirs: ~4,200,000 acre-feet of active storage capacity
Fully Allocated System: 60+ storage contractors (1,100+ natural flow rights)
*…operate System to achieve the greatest practicable conservation of water*



Reservoir System Functionality
Store excess flows during winter/spring for delivery later in the year when natural flows would otherwise be insufficient



For Nov 1, 2024 to Oct 10, 2025
2025 Cumulative Volume: ~7,033,160 acre-feet, 81% of 1991-2020 average
2024 Cumulative Volume: ~8,275,324 acre-feet, 95% of 1991-2020 average
Natural flow conditions have been below normal and lower than prior year 



Water Year 2025 Highlights (forecast)

Observed April-July Volumes
Heise QU: 2,547 KAF, 77%, -833 KAF from April 1 forecast
Island Park QU: 126 KAF, 63%, -44 KAF from April 1 forecast



Water Year 2025 Highlights (allocations)

Flow augmentation delivery below Milner
-Total Storage Delivery: ~170,532 acre-feet
     - Water User Storage Rentals: 150,000 acre-feet
     - BOR Uncontracted Storage: 20,532 acre-feet



System Spill Management
Aiming to maximize reservoir accounts and utilize water, above Milner Dam, that would otherwise spill out of the System



For Nov 1, 2024 to Oct 10, 2025
2025 Cumulative Volume: ~7,033,160 acre-feet, 81% of 1991-2020 average
2024 Cumulative Volume: ~8,275,324 acre-feet, 95% of 1991-2020 average
Natural flow conditions have been below normal and lower than prior year 





As of 10/12,
2025 – 23%, ~70% exceedance percentile
2024 – 40%





Storage Season Outlook 
• Jackson Lake: 280 cfs
• Palisades: 900 cfs
• Ririe: 0 cfs, USACE study is not complete, submitting a deviation request for continuation of interim 
• Island Park: 100 cfs, with ongoing evaluation for elevated outflow during primary period (Dec-Feb) 
• Grassy Lake: 0 cfs
• American Falls: 300 cfs
• Minidoka: 425 cfs, this is released as natural flow available to the Minidoka power right 

• With gains, typically 475-525 cfs of natural flow available at Milner Dam (MDI, IWRB, Partners) 

Current natural flow and storage conditions vary across the basin, but generally well below average and 
lower than last year (slower refill rates) 



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
Ryan Alcorn – Snake River Area Manager (Acting)
ralcorn@usbr.gov

Upper Snake Field Office (208-678-0461) 
– Mike Hilliard – Snake River Area Assistant Area Manager (USFO) 

mhilliard@usbr.gov

– Brian Stevens – Snake River Water Operations Supervisor (x24)
– 208-260-1935

bstevens@usbr.gov

– Jeremy Dalling  - Upper Snake Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)
– 208-670-0761

jdalling@usbr.gov
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