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Between 2017 and 2018, HFF has 

quite a few staff celebrating major 

milestones with the Foundation. 

Our Executive Director, Brandon 

Hoffner, Senior Scientist, Rob Van 

Kirk, Membership and Systems 

Coordinator, Julie Maurer, and 

Graphic Design and Marketing 

Coordinator, Paige Cahoon have all 

celebrated 5 years of working for HFF. 
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HFF Staff Members Celebrate 
5 and 10 Year Anniversaries 
with the Foundation

Not to mention, our Conservation Fund Director, Brady Taylor, who 

celebrated 10 years with the Henry’s Fork Foundation in 2017. In June, 

Brady will be a part of his 12th Henry’s Fork Days! 

As the Henry’s Fork Foundation continues to strengthen our programs and 

achieve more for the river, we rely on our strong team of staff to make the 

HFF mission a reality. As a staff, we’re lucky to be able to dedicate our days 

to conserving this unique and wonderful place.

Brady Taylor

Conservation Fund Director

Brandon Hoffner

Executive Director

Rob Van Kirk

Senior Scientist

Julie Maurer

Membership and Systems 

Coordinator
Paige Cahoon

Graphic Design and Marketing Coordinator



Director Anna Lindstedt wrote grants to enable the Teton 

River to be included in the study. The partnership between 

HFF and FTR leverages funding and human resources 

while allowing each organization to accomplish more. 

This new level of coordination is not occurring by accident. 

The board and staff leadership at both FTR and HFF are 

pursuing integration of our work at all levels because we 

have goals big enough to warrant the infusion of more 

resources into our respective programs. Fish friendly 

farming, soil health, and water management that enable 

resilient wild trout fisheries are just a few of the concepts 
we’re working on. The best and most recent example of the 

growing HFF/FTR partnership is the Landowner Outreach 

Manager joint position. With Bryce Contor filling this role, 
HFF and FTR expect long-lasting conservation gains that 

benefit the watershed and are realized through healthier 
streams and relationships. We are thankful for FTR’s 

willingness to partner, share stewardship, and achieve 

more for this place that we all cherish. We are  also thankful 

for HFF membership’s willingness to continue supporting 

this work!

There is much to be excited about when it comes to 

innovative water management in eastern Idaho and the role 

that conservation organizations like HFF, Friends of the 

Teton River (FTR), Trout Unlimited (TU), and The Nature 

Conservancy (TNC), are playing in solving issues affecting 

irrigators and agricultural producers, aquifer management, 

critical ecological flows, and wild trout populations. 
Embedded in that excitement is the opportunity we have 

for greater “shared stewardship” of our water resources, 

by working closely with our colleagues at FTR, TU, and 

TNC.   

While HFF and FTR have shared information for 

years—especially science and monitoring data—shared 

stewardship is what we are doing to integrate that 

knowledge on the ground. A great example is how the 

Teton Water Users Association is using hydrologic and 

groundwater modeling provided by Dr. Rob Van Kirk, 

Senior Scientist at HFF. In other examples, HFF research 

staff and interns have pitched in to assist FTR with 

fisheries and stream flow monitoring, HFF staff member 
Ben Ortman will be assisting FTR with an Economic and 

Recreation survey this summer and FTR’s Development 
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HFF and Friends of the Teton River 
Work Together 
by Brandon Hoffner, Executive Director
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HFF Expands Invertebrate Sampling and 
Analysis

For the fourth consecutive year, invertebrate experts from 

River Continuum Concepts in Manhattan, Montana joined 

HFF staff to collect invertebrates from the Henry’s Fork 

at Flatrock, Last Chance, Osborne Bridge, Ashton, and St. 

Anthony. To improve the power of statistical analysis, we 

increased sample size from five samples per site to six. 
Results of this year’s sampling will be available in the 

middle of the summer.

Meanwhile, HFF Conservation and Outreach Coordinator 

Ben Ortman analyzed all invertebrate data we have, dating 

back to 1992, and presented his findings at the Idaho 
Chapter American Fisheries Society meeting in February. 

He did not find any statistical evidence of changes over 
time in diversity, habitat, and water quality as indicated by 

species composition, and percent mayflies, stoneflies, and 
caddisflies. However, he found that percentage of mayflies, 
stoneflies, and caddisflies decreased from about 55 percent 
at Flatrock to 10 percent at Rexburg, indicating decrease 

in habitat and water quality with distance downstream 

from the headwaters.



first at ways to reduce total diversions of irrigation water. 
This includes rotational fallow and changes in crop mix, 

to start with. In the Teton the first efforts are focused on 
water quality, things like no-till and reduced-till planting, 

and cover crops. Some of my work in Teton Valley will 

be to help with ongoing efforts to take full advantage 

of incidental aquifer recharge, and some of my work in 

the Henry’s Fork may help facilitate managed aquifer 

recharge.”
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In February of this year, the Henry’s Fork Foundation 

(HFF) and Friends of the Teton River (FTR) jointly 

advertised a Landowner Outreach Manager position to 

work at the intersection of agriculture and watershed 

health. That position has been filled and we’re happy to 
announce that Bryce Contor began work as the Landowner 

Outreach Manager on April 1st. 

Bryce has 15 years of experience in irrigated agriculture 

and 20 years of experience in hydrology. He holds 

an M.S. degree in hydrology from the University of 

Idaho and a B.S. degree in agricultural economics from 

Brigham Young University. Bryce’s hydrologic specialties 

include groundwater and surface-water interactions and 

MODFLOW aquifer modeling, water-budget analysis, 

pipeline and open-channel flow measurement, and 
statistics; and his economics specialties include water 

banking and economic demand for irrigation water. 

Bryce comes to HFF and FTR from a position as Senior 

Hydrologist at Rocky Mountain Environmental Associates, 

Inc. and he will continue to be an active participant in the 

Henry’s Fork Watershed Council. Bryce provided us with 

a bit of perspective on his first 1.5 months of work.

“I see the three legs of my stool as water quantity, water 

quality, and keeping working farmlands working. The last 

one is an important key to the first two, and where my 
efforts start. In the Ashton/St. Anthony area, I’m looking 

HFF and Friends of the Teton River Jointly Hire 
Landowner Outreach Manager 

Bryce Contor

Landowner Outreach Manager



A 9-week run of cool, wet weather from mid-February 

until mid-April turned a lackluster snowpack into one 

that was solidly above-average. Although peak snow 

accumulation occurred a little earlier than average in 

Island Park, date of peak accumulation across the whole 

watershed was April 18, 10 days later than average. This 

year’s peak was 117 percent of average, and substantial 

snowmelt didn’t start until late April. Based on good 

snowpack and on strong winter flows inherited from 
above-average precipitation last year, overall water 

supply is forecast to be above average for the second 

consecutive summer.

However, there are some important differences between 

last summer and what we expect in 2018. First, although 

snowpack was above-average this year, it wasn’t as high 

as that in 2017, and water-year total precipitation so far 

this year is only 107 percent of average, compared with 

135 percent at this time last year. Second, snowpack this 

year favored the upper Henry’s Fork subwatershed and 

was only about average in the Teton subwatershed, the 

opposite of last year. The end result is that streamflow 
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Above-Average Water Supply 
Predicted for 2nd Consecutive Year 



additional irrigation delivery will require higher outflow 
from Island Park Reservoir this summer, probably 800-

1000 cfs for most of July and August, about 200 cfs higher 

than in 2017. However, higher reservoir inflow this year 
will offset the higher delivery, and the reservoir is forecast 

to finish out the irrigation season around 70-80 percent 
full, roughly where it ended up last year. This will allow 

above-average winter flow below Island Park Dam again 
next winter, although probably not as high as last winter’s 

500 cfs. 

is projected to fall below average in the Teton River by 

mid-summer, but streamflow in the upper Henry’s Fork 
is forecast to remain above-average all summer, versus 

only 90 percent of average last summer. Fall River will 

continue to contribute above-average flow throughout the 
year, although not as much as in 2017, when streamflow in 
Fall River was 120 percent of average.

Because of lower natural flow in the Teton River this year, 
more water will need to be delivered from the Henry’s 

Fork to the Teton River through the Crosscut Canal. This 
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As HFF members, you’ve 

likely heard about the new HFF 

Community Campus in various 

newsletters and emails over 

the past year. The Community 

Campus building was once the 

Ashton Hospital, then a nursing 

home, and finally, storage space 
until it was purchased by HFF 

in June of 2016. Renovations 

began in December of 2016 

and HFF staff moved in to the 

completed office space within 

All of this work has been leading up to our Grand 

Opening where we can officially share this space with 
all of our members and the public. We hope the new 

HFF Community Campus can be a place of discovery, 

community, and learning for avid anglers and visitors 

alike. The campus will not only increase our capacity to 

do great work for the river, but will provide us an entirely 

new way to share the story of the Henry’s Fork watershed. 

None of this would be possible without the generous 

support from private individuals, HFF members, and 

private foundations, especially the CHC Foundation and 

M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust. Thank you!

Join Us for the Grand Opening of the HFF 
Community Campus

the campus in August of 2017. Since then, renovation has 

been ongoing with the construction of the intern dormitory 

and graduate student suites in the north wing, the installation 

of new equipment in the multi-purpose science laboratory, 

and the design of the Henry’s Fork Country Interpretive 

Center. 

The Interpretive Center will take visitors through exhibits 

like “Local History, Agriculture, and Hydropower”, “Fly 

Fishing on the Henry’s Fork”, “Hydrology and Water”, and 

“Aquatic Ecology and the Web of Life”. The campus also 

features a collaborative conference center, staff conference 

room, and visitors lounge. Remaining projects will include 

exterior refurbishments and landscaping, including a 

native plants garden.

We hope you’ll join us on 

June 14th for the Grand Opening of 

the HFF Community Campus!

801 Main Street, Ashton, ID 83420

June 14th, 2018     4:00-7:00 PM



Henry’s Fork Rainbow Trout migrating to spawn in the 

Buffalo River have to pass through the fish ladder at the 
Buffalo River hydroelectric facility to access upstream 

spawning habitat. HFF operates a fish trap at the top end 
of the fish ladder from early February through the middle 
of June to collect data on run size, run timing, number 

of spawners (Rainbow Trout >12 inches), number of 

return spawners, and other valuable information needed to 

monitor and understand the Henry’s Fork Rainbow Trout 

population. From February 14 through May 11, 662 fish 
have been caught at the Buffalo River fish ladder. Of 
these fish, 551 were Rainbow Trout, 96 were spawning 
sized Rainbow Trout, and the largest Rainbow Trout 

was recorded at 22.2 inches! Spring fish ladder usage is 
tracking well with the long term average and a complete 

report will be available in June when Rainbow Trout 

spawning is concluded.

Migrating Trout Utilize HFF Fish Ladder at the 
Buffalo River Hydroelectric Facility
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Contributions: October 1, 2017 - March 31, 2018 

$5,000+
Bobbie Armor and 
     James C. Poulton
George Borkow and 
     Marilyn Volpe
�omas and Joan Brown
C. Walker Cross Chartiable 
     Foundation
Lyman and Carol Casey
Robert and Kelli Dotson
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David and Shari Quinney
Jack and Janet Roberts
John Runnells
Paul and Martha Schmidt
Douglas and Lauri Siddoway
James W. Spiller
Stephen G. and Susan E. Denkers 
     Family Foundation
Jesse and Elisabeth �eurer
Sara Timmons
Trout Unlimited
Voigt Foundation
Willard L. Eccles Charitable 

     Foundation

$2,500+
Linda and Andrew Ach
William A. Arnold
Jim Carter and Jane Harrison
Brian and Jill Conner
Flat Rock Club
Rhett and Cindy Foster
Susan Gates and Ed Suman
Milo T. Gates
Derrol and Linda Hammer
John and Vicky Hoagland

Jon and Karyn Hodge
Bryan and Nicole Je�reys
Lee and Phyllis King
Royal Kingsley
Kent and Ste� Kuster
Chris LaTour and Sally Patrick
Luppe and Paula Luppen
George McGee
Don and Patti McGrath
Peter McWeeny
Richard and Bunny Melvoin
Ron Miller
Kim and Je� Montag
Jerry Nielsen
Kent and Carolyn Peterson
Elena Phleger and �omas McHenry
Dr. Jim and Bonnie Pohl
Henry and Kate Rogers
Mark and Clare Romain
Bill and Sue Ruppel
J. David and Leslie Schemel
Art and Mary Jo Shartsis
Paul and Noreen Slivon
Gordon Smith
John and Leslie Soderquist
Marjorie Swig

$1,000+

Eric Adema
John Arens
Aspen Marketing, Inc.
Bales Family Partnership
Garth Blanchard
Terry Box
Mike Brassey
Jonathan and Quinlan Brown
Jan and Judith Brunvand
Paul and Irene Buehner
Lee Burke
Dale and Janeel Burningham Family 
     Foundation
�omas Carter
Mike and Jeanie Casey
Jane and Tom Collins
Walter and Kit Collins
William and Melissa Connelly
Ralph and Vera Conner
Daniel and Amanda Conner
Jim and Dana Dawson
David L. Dieter
Tom and Linda Dixon
William and Nancy Dunbar
Doug and Margie Eberhardt
Tim Fontaine
Mark and Betsy Gates
Mike and Jenifer Gibbons
Patrick and Hilary Gibbons
Gibbons Foundation
David Giles
Paul and Marcia Ginsburg
Roger and Kristine Goodan
Larry and Shelley Green

Dick Greene and Barbara Klesel

Gary Grigg
Michael Hampton and Carol Day
John and Carol Hepworth
Dick and Carol Herold
Ed and Cindy Hikida
Sadie Hoagland and Marc Wise
Brandon and Rochelle Ho�ner
Jim and Cindy Holton
Mark Horowitz
Elliot Hulet
Forrest and Susan Hunter
E. Frederick and Roberta Hyde
Idaho 2 Fly Inc.
Iron Rose Foundation
Patsy Ishiyama
Jack �omas - Gryphon
Vance and Sandra Jennings
Chuck and Roberta Katz
Roger and Sue Lang
Tim and Jan Lawson
Scott and Natalie Leary
Leroy Loiselle
Lisa McBryde
John McCosker
Martin and Connie McLellan
Je�rey and Martha Melvoin
Michael and Michelle Menzia
John and Cathy Monson
Robert Murdoch
Kevin and Deon Murray
Bob and Sally Neill
Florian and Cheryl Nickisch
Cli� Nowell and Laura Anderson
Rich and Millie Paini
Rob and Pam Pannier
Scott and Jean Parkin
Cameron Phleger
James L. Pincock, M.D.
Je� Pisani
Chris and Kristi Preston
Bruce Raskin and Kathleen Boone
Hans Rilling
Tony and Susan Riposta
Jim Roach
Frank Rodriguez
John and Patricia Rust
Philip and Lisa Sawyer
Steve and Ann Schmidt
Terrance and Heidi Scott
John and Linda Seiter
Mike and Lisa Shannahan
Steven Simper
Mark Snow
Roselyne C. Swig
Leon Szeptycki
Hoyt Tarola
Marcene Taylor
Jared and Heather �eurer
Scott and Kristie �iel
Ray �omason
Wayne and Jane �orpe
Gary and Susan �urmond
Les and Jeanie �urmond
Jim Vermillion

Gerald and Diane Vidergar
Loren Weiss and Gina Dalton
Bruce and Roxane Williams
Rick Wojahn
Randy Wolsey

$500+

Robert and Sara Allen
Je� and Karin Armstrong
Kenneth and Patricia August
Joseph Azrack
Steve Bainbridge
Scott and Teresa Barker
Wm and Mary Bennett
Dr. Lee and Maureen Booker
Franklin O. Booth, III
Craig and Joan Brewerton
Ken Bruce
Brent and Susan Cameron
Jim and Vicki Click
Tom Curlin
Alan and Emmalyn Degen
Adam Dixon
Paul Dremann
Frederick and Rebecca Duberow
Tom and Karen Duncan
Robb and Sarah Farr
Kelly Gallagher and 
     Christine Connor
Todd and Anne Gates
William and Barbara Gibbons
Sallie Gri�th
Gary and Cathy Gross
Dave and Becky Hall
William Heaney
Hank Hemmingway
Robert Hermann
Scott and Ti�any Hortin
Robert Hoverson
Rick and Tanya Johnson
KB Enterprise LLC
Fanny Krieger
Fred and Pamela Kropp
Artem V.  Kulikov and 
     Martha J. Somers
Jane Ann Lamph
Louis and Barbara Lanwermeyer
Barbara Linthicum
Mark MacIntyre
Patricia Magnuson
James Maloney
Clayton McDaniel
Chris and Susan McDonough
Jonathan Mechanic
David and Sharon. Morris
Edmund Nicklin
Byron and Connie Nielsen
John Okada
Neal and Nancy Oldemeyer
Susan and James O’Neill
Bruce Oshita
Wesley and Linda Petit
DJ Phimister and Kathie Ramazotti
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Greg Grimes
Steve and Susan Guest
�omas Hansen
Joe and Harriet Harris
Linda Harris
Henry’s Fork Anglers
Coleman and Shelby Herrod
Noah and Anne Hoagland
Linc Hobbs
Bill and Phyllis Hockett
Del and Judy Hodges
Charles and Jarmila Hrbek
Lenora Jang
James Kemp
Paul and Molly Kennedy
Maurice and Pam Kirby, III
Jon Knoll
Woof Kurtzman
Molie Malone
Rita Manlove
Randy and Lisa McAllister
Dennis McCann
John McDonough
Jim McGeever and Char 
     Frail-McGeever
Julie and John McLaren
Minnesota Fly Fishers
James D. Mitchell
Dave Moore
Rayburn and Rebecca Moore
National Philanthropic Trust
Je� and Patricia Nord
Erik and Rochelle Nystrom
Mark and Tina Pastorius
Paul Peralta
Je� Phillips
Will Quist
Rob and Ruth Rainer
David Ream and Betsy Wolf
Jerry and Barbara Reese
Dr. Gregory Rose
Sky Rubel
Gail Rushing
Fran Rutter
Jay and Barbara Salzman
Julie Seelen
Ruth Shea
D. Barry Sibson
Lyle Siddoway
Sean Solway
Robert and Gwen Springmeyer
Frank and Kaye Stackpole
Stephen Starke
Steve Steblay
Bob and Cylvia Stevenson
David R. Streitwieser, M.D.
Rich and Barbara �ompson
Lucas �ornton
Chris and Jennifer Tissot
John and Alice Wallace
Robert and Noleen Warrick
Tom and Sue Williams
Je�ery and Azure Wolfe
Randy and D’Andrea Worrall
Raymon A. and Vi York

In Kind
Steven and Bonnie Altshuld
Ed and Rebecca Anderson
Stu Asahina
Val and Susan Atkinson
Big Sky Anglers, LLC
Tim Brannigan
Brighton Chalets
Cakebread Cellars
California Airways
Jim Carter and Jane Harrison
Bob Chandler
John and Jane Crane
Kendall and Yolanda Davenport
Desert Pearl Hotel
Robert and Kelli Dotson
Elizabeth Spencer Wines
Escalante Rugs
Feather Dog Out�tters
Filson Marketing Department
Fins and Feathers Guide Service
Tim Fischer
Fishpond
Rob and Kathleen Forsey
Willy and Lynne George
Patrick and Hilary Gibbons
Give’r
Will Godfrey
Jon Good
GYHD Adventures LLC
Bill and Debby Hackett
Dave Hall
Drew and Terri Hall
Mark Harbaugh
Jonathan Heames
Ed Heath
Henry’s Fork Anglers
High West Distillery and Saloon
John and Vicky Hoagland
Scott and Ti�any Hortin
Steve and Susan Hyde
Seth Kellam
Larry Kenney
Vita Kobylkina
Mark Landerman
Charles and Coni Lansche
Nick Larsen
Mike and Sheralee Lawson
Ben and Katie Lieberman
Livingston Rod Company
�ree Rivers Ranch
LOOP USA
Lost Coast Out�tters
Matt and Amanda Lucas
Joe Mastrorocco
Tim and Julie Maurer
John and Nell McDaniel
Drew Mentzer
Brooks Montgomery
Nelson Spring Creeks
Florian and Cheryl Nickisch
Jerry Nielsen
Pamela Olson
Terry and Nancy Orme
Rich and Millie Paini
Proper Brewing and Burger Companyti

Bruce Raskin and Kathleen Boone
Rawtopia Restaurant
Ray Quinney and Nebeker
David Ream and Betsy Wolf
Rising
Rob Russell
Sage Rod Co.
Steve and Ann Schmidt
Phil Sgamma
Simms Fishing Products
Sitka Gear
Ben and Samantha Smith
Dave Stockham
Bern and Lexi Sundell
Sweet Lorraine BandB
Brady and Amy Taylor
Peter and Rachel Taylor
TroutHunter, LLC
Wasatch Touring
Loren Weiss and Gina Dalton
Western Rivers Green River Guides

Margaret Ann Piech
Dave Pinkerton
Greg Porter
George Reichman
Lynn and Diana Richardson
Carolyn Pedone and John Rose
Barbara Sa�er
Tom and Becky Schell
Paul Schemel
David and Janet Shank
Charles and Judy Shepard
Tania and Michael Stepanian
James Sturdevant and 
     �erese Lawless
Richard D. Swanson
Peter and Rachel Taylor
Mike and Diane Templin
�e Jim and Patty Rouse Charitable 
     Foundaton, Inc.
Webster Todd
Tyler Vaughey and Kate Milliken
David Ward
Diane Whitehouse
Jack and Carol Whitney
Val and Darlene Williams
David and Susan Wishney
Michael Wolfe
Matthew and Michelle 
     Woodmansee
Richard Young and Lori Burns
Marko B. Zaninovich

$250+
Je� and Shauna Apell
Stanley Backlund
Chris Barkey and Kristina 
     Nelson-Barkey
David and Sylvia Borgonova
Steve Born
Tom Brewer
Ronald E. Bush
Reagan L Butts
Richard and Maria Cain
Nancy Camacho
Kristen and Mark  Case
Julian Chung McKenna
Merlyn and Sandy Clark
Steve and Gladys Comer
Bill and Deb Crabtree
John Cramer and Trini Snow
Roy E. Crawford
William and McCraw Cromwell
William D. Cunningham
Hillary Dixon
David Donahue
�omas and Renae Doxey
Jim Dreyfous
John and Denise Duncan
Valli Durham
Bill and Diane Elliot
Larry Evans
John Field
Don and Julie Forrester
Willy and Lynne George
Bill and Virginia Gowsey
David Gri�n
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HENRY�S FORK

PO Box 550
Ashton, ID 83420

www.henrysfork.org

<Smart Addressee>
<Address Line 1>
<Address Line 2>
<City>, <State>, <Postal Code> 

HENRY’S FORK DAYS XXXIII
Thursday, June 14

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Reception and Silent Auction 

5:30 PM - Ribeye Steak and Chicken    

                       Dinner - $100 Person

Saturday, June 16

Breakfast on the banks 
of the Henry’s Fork, HFF 
Updates, and Membership 
Meeting

OPEN BAR
PRIZE 

DRAWINGS

instagram.com/henrysforkfoundation

twitter.com/henrysfork

facebook.com/henrysfork

Connect with us online . . . 801 Main Street
PO Box 550 
Ashton, Idaho 83420
208.652.3567
h�@henrysfork.org

henrysfork.org

HFF COMMUNITY

7:00 PM - Silent Auction Closes, HFF 
                   	   Awards, and 
		    Live Auction

CAMPUS OPEN 
HOUSE

Thursday, June 14
4 - 7 PM


