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Where? 

Teton River Drainage in 

southeast Idaho

Tributary to the Henrys 

Fork Snake River

Divided into 3 major 

reaches

The Valley

The Canyon

The Lower



Where? 

The Valley & The Lower

Dominated by nonnative 

trout



Where? 

The Canyon

Last remaining reach still 

YCT dominant

Non-native threats existé

Teton Canyon Species 

Composition

YCT RBT



Where? 

Non-native threats to Teton 

Canyon YCT

Badger Creek

First tributary below Felt 

Dam

Perennial flow in the lower 

4.2 miles, ephemeral reach, 

then perennial upper section

Upper section 99% YCT

Lower Section 99% RBT

Lower Badger Creek 

Species Composition

RBT YCT

4,535 RBT/mi



Why was it necessary? 

RBT compete with YCT for food, space, 
and preferable habitat

Also pose significant threats to YCT 
genetic integrity through hybridization 
and introgression

YCT populations are disappearing 
throughout their native range due to 
habitat degradation and competition with 
non-native trout

Only occupy 43% of  their native range 
(Endicott et al. 2016)

Al -Chokhachy et al. 2017



Why was it necessary? 

RBT have been 

increasingly òleakingó out 

of  Badger Creek into the 

Teton River and Bitch 

Creek

Bitch Creek is critical for 

YCT spawning and 

rearing in Teton Canyon, 

and increasing RBT in 

and around Bitch Creek 

could be detrimental for 

YCT

Felt Dam



Why was it necessary? 

Given this risk to YCT, the Badger Creek 

RBT population warranted conservation 

action

The goal of  this project was to limit 

threats to YCT in Teton Canyon by 

significantly reducing RBT in the lower 

4.2 miles of  Badger Creek

To accomplish this, we conducted a 

rotenone treatment on October 8, 2025



Why Rotenone? 

We considered alternatives to rotenone 

before settling on this path forward

Angler incentives for harvest

Angler harvest wonõt be efficient due to 

access difficulty

Mechanical suppression (electrofishing)

Similarly challenging, require more effort, 

and be less effective

No conservation action

Unacceptable

Ultimately, rotenone is the best option


