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CITY OF ST. ANTHONY, IDAHO
RIVER PARK OPPORTUNITIES

Idaho locations: ˳̠̤̖̚˝ ˴̠̖̦̣ ̕Я ˲̝̖̟̖˝ ˽̨̖̤̥̠̟̚˝ ̟̒̕ ˾̔˴̝̝̒
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Attending Today
˹̖̟̣̪Я̤ ˷̠̣̜ ̥̖̣̤̙̖̈̒̕ ˴̠̦̟̝̔̚

Sam Swanson, E.I.T.
Project Engineer

sam.swanson@merrick.com  

Steven Walton
Whitewater Technical Manager

steven.walton@merrick.com  

Fritz Doster, P.E.
Senior Project Engineer

fritz.doster@merrick.com  

mailto:dam.swanson@merrick.com
mailto:steven.gillespie@merrick.com
mailto:Fritz.doster@merrick.com


˷̤̥̒ ˷̥̤̒̔ ̠̦̥̒̓ ˾̖̣̣̜̔̚Я̤ 
Whitewater Team

20+ River Park Specialists

18 Constructed River Parks
˙̟̒̕ ̠̦̟̥̟̘̔̚з˚

10+ States Served

Our Team Includes:
Professional Engineers (PEs)
Certified Floodplain Managers (CFMs)
Landscape Architects (PLAs)
Modeling Specialists
Construction Services Support Staff
Funding Specialists
Whitewater Paddlers, Surfers & River Users
Emergency Response Specialists
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A park designed to attract people to the 
river by:

Mitigating hazards
Improving access
Providing passage for boaters and fish
Adding whitewater features for 
recreation
All while maintaining & improving 
diversion function

What is a River Park?
˹̖̟̣̪Я̤ ˷̠̣̜ ̥̖̣̤̙̖̈̒̕ ˴̠̦̟̝̔̚

̙̦̣̞̟̅̒ ˾̝̝̚ ˵̧̖̣̤̠̟̚̚ ̟̚ ˣˡˢˡз

з̟̒̕ ̥̙̖ ˳̠̤̖̚ ̨̙̥̖̥̖̣̈̒̚ ̣̜́̒ ̟̚ ˣˡˢˣ



Boise Whitewater Park
Boise, ID



1. Idea Conception

2. Site Identification + Feasibility

3. Identify Funding Sources

4. Stakeholder Outreach

5. Site Selection

6. Preliminary Design

7. Go/No Go Decision

8. Permitting

9. Final Design

10. Construction

11. Start - up and Tuning

12. Operations and Maintenance

13. Meet Us at the River!

The Merrick 
Approach

We are here
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Stakeholder Engagement
St. Anthony River Park

Outreach to Date
Å St. Anthony City Council
Å St. Anthony Parks & Rec Committee
Å Irrigation District
Å St. Anthony Hydro
Å Community Advocates

Additional Stakeholders
Å Fremont County Commissioners

Å ˹̖̟̣̪Я̤ ˷̠̣̜ ˷̠̦̟̥̠̟̒̕̚

Å Angling Community

Å American Whitewater

Å Hydropower Coalition

Å Idaho Department of Water Resources

Å United States Army Corps of Engineers

Å Idaho Fish and Game

Å Adjacent Land - Owners



Copyright © 2025 Merrick & Company - All rights reserved.  

Timeline
St. Anthony River Park

Spring 2024
Feasibility Study begins

Site Visits
˷̖̣̦̣̪̓̒ Юˣ˥
̥̠̖̣̀̔̓ Юˣ˥
˻̦̟̖ Юˣ˦

June 2025
Draft Feasibility Study

July 2025
Final Feasibility Study

December 2025
Presentation to HFWC
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Alternatives Development
St. Anthony River Park

Study Objectives:

Å Improve river safety in corridor

ÅCreate new and enhance existing 
river recreation experiences

ÅServe as an economic driver for 
St. Anthony
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Alternatives Development
St. Anthony River Park

River Safety

Å Reduce hazards at diversions

Å Improved diversion control

Å Provide fish and boater passage
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Alternatives Development
St. Anthony River Park

River Recreation

Å Standing waves for river surfing 
and kayaking

Å Extend river float

Å Improve river access for anglers 
and floaters
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Site Assessment
St. Anthony River Park

Union

Del Rio

Fun Farm

Site locations

Sand Bar

Keefer
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Site Assessment
St. Anthony River Park

 50 Ь 300 cfs : Tubing

 > 300 cfs : High- Performance

 0.5 -  4 ft: Tubing & nature play

 > 4 ft: High - Performance

 

 Close to economic center

 Public river access

Flow

Drop

Access
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Site Assessment
St. Anthony River Park

Union

Del Rio

Fun Farm

Flow Ь Typical late summer

Sand Bar

Keefer
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Site Assessment
St. Anthony River Park

Del Rio

Fun Farm

Keefer

Union

Elevation Drop

6 ft

4 ft

15 ft

10 ft

Fun FarmDel RioKeeferUnion

Sand Bar

~ 0 ft

Sand Bar
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Alternatives Development
St. Anthony River Park

Keefer
Union

Del Rio
Fun Farm

Site #1

Site #3

Site #5

Site #4

Sand Bar
Site #2

Site locations
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Nature Play Area �t Proposed Site

Slide Rock

Slide Rock �t Proposed Site

Nature Play/Slide Rock

Tubing Run

Tubing Rapids

1

2

3

1

21

2

2

3

3

3

Keefer Park Alternative

Site #1: Keefer


